What to Avoid
X Long walks (limit to 5 minutes per month of age, twice daily)
X Jogging or running with your puppy
X Jumping off furniture, stairs, or cars
X Rough, uncontrolled play with larger/older dogs
X Repetitive ball throwing or high-impact sports
Understanding Skull & Jaw Growth in Rottweilers
Why Bite Development Takes Time
Rottweilers are a slow-maturing, large-breed working dog, and their skeletal
development continues well into adulthood. One of the most important aspects of
this growth is the skull and jaw (mandible and maxilla). Since the breed is powerful
and requires a strong, correct bite for work, protection, and function, the
development of the jaw must be carefully understood.
Skull & Jaw Development Stages
Puppy Stage (0-6 months):

Teeth erupt quickly, with the full set of puppy teeth usually in place by 8 weeks.
Early growth of the skull and jaw may appear uneven — temporary overbites or
underbites are not unusual.

The jawbones are growing at different rates, and growth spurts can cause the teeth
to look misaligned.

Adolescent Stage (6—18 months):

Adult teeth erupt between 4-7 months, but the skull and jaw continue growing after
this.

Rapid skeletal changes often make the “bite” look worse before it improves.

It is common to see temporary underbites, overbites, or wry bites during this period.
These misalignments often self-correct as the dog’s head broadens and the lower jaw
develops.

Young Adult Stage (18-36 months):

The Rottweiler skull continues to broaden, and the lower jaw (mandible) reaches full
length and strength.

Many bite irregularities seen earlier can correct themselves naturally during this
period.

A correct scissor bite (where the upper incisors slightly overlap the lower) is the

desired standard.A tired Rottweiler puppy doesn’t have to mean an over-exercised one. By focusing on

mental stimulation, enrichment, and safe activities, you can help your puppy burn
energy, learn good manners, and grow into a calm, confident adult — all while protecting
those fragile growth plates.
«r Remember: A Rottweiler’s brain tires out much faster than their body — so let them
“work” with their minds instead of overloading their bones.




Why Patience Is Important
Because of their slow skeletal maturity, Rottweilers cannot be judged too early for bite
faults.

The ADRK (Allgemeiner Deutscher Rottweiler-Klub) — the official German Rottweiler Club
and guardian of the breed standard — recognizes that it can take up to 36 months for a
Rottweiler’s skull and jaw to fully mature.

For this reason, the ADRK allows time for the “bite” to self-correct before declaring a
permanent faull.

Bite Irregularities Explained
Overbite (Overshot jaw): The upper jaw grows longer than the lower:
Underbite (Undershot jaw): The lower jaw extends past the upper jaw.

Wry bite: Uneven jaw growth where one side develops faster than the other; causing
asymmetry.

In young Rottweilers, these conditions may appear temporarily and later resolve
naturally as the skull and jaw develop.




Key Takeaway

Rottweiler puppies and young dogs often go through awkward growth stages where their
bite appears incorrect. This is part of normal development in a slow-maturing, large breed.

The ADRK wisely allows Rottweilers until 36 months of age for natural correction before

determining if a bite fault is permanent.
«r For owners, this means patience and understanding are essential — avoid making
premature judgments during puppyhood and adolescence. With time, most Rottweilers
will develop the strong, correct scissor bite required by the breed standard.




